The Presentation Brothers in Killarney: A new sign of Hope.
The Gospel reading for this weekend masses from Luke’s Gospel, (5: 1-11), reminds me of these few words by Nelson Mandela: 

Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.  It is our light, not our darkness, that most frightens us.  We ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, and fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be?  You are a child of God.  Your playing small doesn't serve the world. There's nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around you.  We are all meant to shine, as children do.  We are born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us.  It's not just in some of us, it's in everyone.  And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same.  As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.
These words echo Jesus’ call and affirmation of his first disciples in this weekend’s Gospel from Luke.  A call and reassurance to be fearless and trusting because of the love and glory of God within and among us.   The beauty and uniqueness of each one of us must give expression to our hope and love regardless of our life experiences.  And “Do not be afraid”, as Jesus says to Simon and is saying to us today, of letting your hope, trust and faith shine, for in so doing you are witnessing Christ to others – as he says “from now on you will be catching people.”  
I take this opportunity, on behalf of the Presentation Brothers community in Killarney, to say how grateful we are for the welcome the new Brothers of the community received from parishioners when they arrived last September.  This highlights for us the welcoming Jesus.  
The Presentation Brothers are no strangers to Killarney; we have had a presence here since 1838 and this presence has been mainly through the ministry of teaching by providing a sound and holistic education for the people of Killarney and the Kerry area.  Scoil Mhuire na Mainistreach holds the spirit of a presentation presence in Killarney today.  Over the years the number of Brothers in the community has diminished steadily, as Brothers grow in wisdom and return to God and no one to replace them.  In recent years the community here has been reduced to two Brothers who had continued their faithful commitment to be a witness and presence as Religious men in the parish and to the people of Killarney. 
While the Religious state of life seems to be less and less attractive to young people, there still remains the basic quest for God.  How this is expressed and lived out has changed significantly over time.  This quest might represent a spark of hope that can be fanned into flame.  As Christians, Parish and Church, we live in hope and are guided by the light of Christ despite the challenges of our times.  Psalm 31: 24, reminds us that we need to “be strong and courageous, and he shall strengthen your heart, all you that hope in the LORD.”  
So, amidst the sometimes difficult and trying times of our faith journey, we search for the glimpses of light and hope around us, that we must recognized Christ’s light in our lives, in our parish and in our world. 

As Brothers and part of parish community we continue to live in hope and guided by the Light of Christ despite the challenges of our times.  And so, part of a new lease of life and sign of hope in Killarney and Kerry is the beginning of the new Presentation Brothers, International Novitiate.  The community in Killarney, since last September, was transformed into a Novitiate and community of formation, for training and forming young men for Religious Life, as Brothers.  These young men can come from Ireland, England, North America and West Indian Provinces.  At the moment there are six (6) in the community from four (4) different nationalities.  This is symbolic of the universality and diversity of our Faith and God’s Church.  

This maybe a bold and courageous step, but it is also a hopeful and life-giving venture as more and more young people are recognizing the value and showing interest in our way of life.  This new novitiate in Killarney provides hope and light at the end of the tunnel for the Brothers, but also for the Church here in Killarney and throughout Kerry - All hope is not lost.  Let us pray therefore that many will be call and respond favourably to God’s call to Religious Life, the Priesthood or a life of marriage commitment.  
All of us as a local Church, are invited to share in this initiative of hope.  How can you be part and get involved?  Firstly, your prayerful support; I ask that you keep us in your prayers and devotion during the next 12 months by praying for our community and for vocations to the Religious life and Priesthood.  Our prayers are always heard - God listens and responds to us.  Secondly, be source of encouragement and support to young people and others who may feel called to Religious life as a Sister, Brother or Priest. The home, family and the local parish are where the seed of a vocation is sown.  

We the Presentation Brothers are delighted to continue to be part of the life of the Parish here in Killarney, in a new way, and let us hope and trust that the seed planted by this new Novitiate, will like the mustard seed grow and develop into something fruitful and life-giving for our families, our Church in Killarney and our society. 
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