Vision Statement from General Chapter 2005
BEGINNING THE STORY

The 26th General Chapter of the Presentation Brothers took place at Grace Dieu Retreat Centre, Waterford, Ireland from July 18-August 5, 2005.
It was providential that we held this Chapter in the city of our Founder. This was a return to our roots as it was the first time that the Presentation Brothers held a General Chapter in Waterford.
The theme of the Chapter was:
Sing to the Lord a New Song!

Growing through fragility

Engaging with Diversity

Being Brother in Christ

Holding the Chapter in Waterford in itself offered us an opportunity to 'Sing to the Lord a New Song'. During the first week, the Brothers gathered with men and women of our Lay Presentation Family from around the world. It was a time of grace and many blessings. One of the highlights of that week was a city pilgrimage through Waterford in the footsteps of Edmund and a special ritual on the holy ground of Mount Sion in union with our Christian Brothers.

Those present will never forget the moment when the Congregation Leaders of the Presentation Brothers and Christian Brothers knelt before the Blessed Sacrament in Mount Sion as Edmund did in his time.

 

This for us was an icon of the grace of the first week of the Chapter and a symbol of the covenantal relationship between our two Congregations. Over the days of the Chapter we began to hear the notes of our new song. We shared our experiences of growing through fragility, of engaging with the diversity of our realities and of being brother in Christ.

The reality of newness was palpable in the presence of so many members of our Lay Presentation Family, the presence of the Leadership of the Christian Brothers and Presentation Sisters, the presence of a significant number of young Brothers from around the world and the presence of many other friends.
It is now our privilege to share with you the story of our Chapter and the fruit of our deliberations and discernment. Let us move forward with faith, hope and love as we follow Jesus in the path of Blessed Edmund Rice.


'CALLED AND GIFTED':




OUR CHARISM AND SPIRITUALITY

Presence

We are gifted with a deep awareness of the presence of God in all of life-in our own hearts, in our relationships with our brothers and sisters, and particularly in young people who are poor or disadvantaged. We receive this gift through living in gospel communities that are passionate for God's vision for the world. We respond to this gift through our mission of Christian formation. 

Prayer

Our strength, both in community and apostolic activity, comes from our spirit of prayer. We live in the conviction that without prayer, our lives are not authentic (Con. 40).

During the Chapter we shared our faith around the Word of God. We came to know in a deeper way the presence of Christ in the Eucharist and in our breaking open of the bread of our lives for one other. We experienced this as a grace. We call the Brothers to a deeper understanding of Eucharist.
We encourage communities to use a variety of prayer forms and we invite the Brothers towards a continual renewal of their lives through experiences of Eucharist, personal prayer, retreats, workshops, seminars and spiritual direction.

During the Chapter we prayed often to Mary, the Patron of the Congregation. We were very conscious of her presence drawing us closer into the heart of Christ. May Mary always be present with us on our spiritual journey as we seek to be true disciples of her son, Jesus.

 

Our Founder

The high point of our pilgrimage to Waterford was the encounter with Edmund in the Chapel at Mount Sion. The song that we sing will echo the song of Edmund. We affirm the new community at Mount Sion that seeks to address urgent social needs as Edmund did in his day.

 

We recommend daily prayer to the Founder. We encourage Brothers and members of the Presentation Family to promote the spirituality and charism of Blessed Edmund Rice. We recommend active collaboration with the designated promoters of the Cause of the Founder.

'GO FORTH INTO THE WORLD':

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY

Thirsting for Justice

Faithful to the inspiration of our Founder, we hunger and thirst for justice so that all peoples, especially youth, can achieve the fullness of human and spiritual growth and development. (Con. 6)

In a world where 120 million children have no access to even basic education, we affirm that the Christian formation of poor youth will continue to be our mission.
Advocacy

Many of our Brothers have made us aware of the poverty caused by systemic injustice in various parts of the world. We will engage in advocacy work with policy makers on behalf of people who are made poor. 

Resources for Mission

All the temporal goods of our Congregation are held in stewardship for the sake of the Kingdom. We place all that we have in the service of mission (Con. 21).

 

Education

We will continue to support our school communities to maintain and develop the Presentation tradition of Edmund Rice education. We will strive to place spirituality and religious education at the centre of school life.

 

Care of the Earth

Our spirituality is informed by the reality of God's presence in all of creation. We seek to be more responsible for the care of the earth by implementing best ecological practice in our everyday living.

'GROWING THROUGH FRAGILITY':

OUR HUMAN JOURNEY

Spirituality of Fragility

We are aware of fragility in its many forms both in our lives and in the world in which we live. As a Congregation we are also aware of our fragility.

This is reflected both in the experience of death and dying as well as growth and new life. It calls for a spirituality through which we become ever more deeply 'immersed in the mystery of his cross so that we may proclaim the power of his hope-filled resurrection' (Con. 12).

 

Integrity in Ministry

We are committed to providing a safe and caring environment for all those in our care and to safeguarding them from abuse of any kind. As a Congregation, we acknowledge and accept our shadow side in order to grow.

We acknowledge that while good work was done in our institutions, some of those in our care were hurt and left ill equipped to face the world. We deeply regret the pain caused to them. We seek forgiveness and wish to promote healing.

'BEING BROTHER IN CHRIST':

OUR COMMUNITY LIFE
Active Presence

Community life depends on sharing and develops through active presence.
Together, we praise and worship God.

Together, we support and assist one another.

Together, we enable each to fulfil the ministry entrusted to him in the name of all. (Con. 33)

 

Local Community

In the local community our charism and mission find their fullest expression.(Con. 29)
We acknowledge the need to prepare and empower leadership at local level.

We encourage the participation of each Brother in all aspects of community, prayer life, ministry and ongoing formation.

 

Vocation Ministry

We believe that our Presentation way of life is an authentic response to God's call and we are called to invite other people to join in our mission.

We call on each Province of the Congregation to make vocation fostering a priority. Each Province will establish a vocation team that will include Brothers and lay people. The team will be co-ordinated by a full-time vocation director where feasible. 

 

We desire to promote vocations to the Presentation Brothers in collaboration with the Presentation Family and other groups. We encourage that training for this ministry be promoted.

 

Formation

Our new song challenges us to form disciples of Jesus Christ imbued with the spirit of Blessed Edmund Rice in the world of our time. We believe that appropriate preparation for formators is a priority.

We commit ourselves to Team building and formation programmes for Leadership teams at all levels.

We will organize suitable formation programmes to meet the needs of Brothers of different age groups.

We will hold a Congregational Conference on Formation to discern and examine future directions in this area.

 

The Wisdom Years

We value our elderly Brothers. Their presence, prayerfulness and wisdom are gifts to us.

Care of our elderly Brothers is a valid and valuable expression of our charism.

We acknowledge that many Brothers have shown great care and devotion to the sick.

 

We encourage the elderly Brothers to be involved in some form of active ministry within their abilities.
We seek to:
- facilitate the spiritual journey of the elderly Brothers by offering quality experiences of retreats, holidays and reunions.

- help them to maintain active minds and spirits.

- care for their physical well being.

- further develop their gifts and talents.

 

Association with the Christian Brothers

The presence of the Christian Brothers at our Chapter was a tangible expression of our shared brotherhood in Blessed Edmund Rice.

While valuing and respecting our distinct Congregational identities, we desire to name and affirm the special collaboration that is taking place between the Christian Brothers and Presentation Brothers.

Association is our chosen way of continuing our journey together into the heart of Edmund's charism. We endorse the deepening of this Association.

We encourage the on-going dialogue between Christian Brothers and Presentation Brothers at leadership level, especially joint participation in significant events of each Congregation and recent collaboration in new joint ventures.
'ENGAGING WITH DIVERSITY':

FORWARDING THE LAY PRESENTATION MOVEMENT

Presentation Family

Sharing and living the charism and spirituality of Blessed Edmund Rice is at the heart of our relationship with the lay Presentation Movements.

 

The concept that we have of ourselves and the Presentation Family at this General Chapter is best described by seven intersecting circles.


We encourage the lay movements to move towards self-sufficiency and to continue to develop appropriate structures.

 

We will explore the possibility of developing one or more residential communities from among volunteers from Presentation Family groups.

We encourage lay Presentation groups to foster the charism of Blessed Edmund Rice through specific practical measures.

We will establish a Congregation communications group to promote and co-ordinate the 'widening of the tent' in a variety of ways. This will include websites, newsletters, public relations, local media, Catholic media and resource material.

 

Associates 

The growth of the Associate Movement has been a huge source of enrichment to the life and mission of the Presentation Brothers.

We will encourage regional assemblies of Associates with a view to establishing a representative structure.

Communio Edmund Rice

Communio Edmund Rice offers a way and a model to respond to the spiritual search of young adults today and their desire to be of service. This model has potential and needs to be fostered. Wherever possible, we will develop the Communio model in collaboration with the Christian Brothers and the Presentation Sisters and cooperate with their youth offices and directors.

 

We will establish a youth ministry office and appoint a director to coordinate and develop groups such as Communio Edmund Rice, Edmund Rice Action Camps and the Presentation Volunteer Programme.

Presentation Volunteer Programme

The Presentation Volunteer Programme channels the enthusiasm and generosity of young people in reaching out to the needs of those less well off in developing countries.

We will extend the programme to the Ghana Province. We will source personnel and funding both in Ireland and other developed countries.

 

 

'NEW SONG - ANCIENT MELODY':

INVITATION
We invite you to join with us in singing to the Lord a new song.

We thank all our Brothers, our Presentation Family and friends for participating in the preparation for the Chapter and praying for us during it. We say a sincere thank you also to those who participated at the Chapter. Your joy and generosity continue to be gifts to us.
May we have the vision of God for our time as Edmund had for his: "No-one hoping in God as Edmund Rice hoped could fail to have a vision of something wonderful ahead." (Positio)

