Pray for the Courage to Call

  5 May 2007 - Feast of Blessed Edmund Rice

Dear Brothers & Friends,

On behalf of the CLT, I send you greetings and prayerful good wishes for May 5, the feast of Blessed Edmund Rice.

Surveys in recent years have revealed that young people who have chosen religious vocations have done so for two basic reasons:  firstly, the example of an individual religious  or a community, and secondly, an explicit invitation to consider Religious Life as an option.
Why do so many of us find it difficult to issue a personal invitation to a young person to consider Religious Life?

I believe there are many reasons.  Some may not have direct contact with young people.  In this case, there is still a lot you can do and I will come back to this point later.

For those of us who do have contact with young people and yet do not invite, the reasons are more complex.  They may range from a lack of belief in religious life to a lack of courage, due to simple shyness.

John Paul II and Benedict XVI have affirmed their unshakeable belief in the future of religious life.  All the modern writers on religious life that I have read - Sandra Schneiders, Gerard Arbuckle, Joan Chittister, Sean Sammon - all have voiced their unequivocal belief in the value and future of religious life.

Joan Chittister asks:  "Why can't vocations find us?", and her answer is simple but blunt: "It's because we're whispering!.  For the sake of the Reign of God, and future generations of God's people - let's stop the whispering and start shouting from the housetops that Religious Life really is good news - for us and for the world".

Edmund Rice was a man of courage and imagination.  I invite you on the feast of Blessed Edmund to pray for the gift of courage.  Pray for the grace of being able to invite young people to consider Religious Life.  Then start inviting!

Pray for the grace to overcome your shyness and your reservations and become an instrument of the Lord's call today.

I said I would come back to a point concerning those who may not have direct contact with young people.  Sr. Gemma Simmonds, a theologian from England, shared the following strategy with us at the New Zealand Vocation Conference.  You might like to try it!  

Gemma has had the following personal experience.  On three occasions in the past two years following the death of a Sister in her Congregation, she prayed to the Sister by name in the following manner:  "Mary, you are now in the fullness of God's love, but here below the mission continues, so you've got to replace yourself!"

On each of three occasions following this prayer, Gemma received a phone-call or an email asking for information on Religious Life, from a young woman who either had the same name or came from the same place as the Sister that had died!  If we believe in the Communion of Saints, then, of course, this strategy makes perfect sense!
So let’s storm heaven!

Let’s ask through the intercession of Edmund, for the courage to call and to nurture new life.

I take this opportunity to thank all our Vocation Directors and those who support them for their commitment and dedication to this wonderful ministry.  Let us remember also that we seek vocations for the Lord’s mission.

On this feast of Edmund Rice, we ask God to bless in a special way, our newest missionaries, John Guinane in Nigeria and Seán, Michael and Vincent who will soon travel to Slovakia.

May Mary of the Presentation guide and protect you all.

May Edmund Rice, man of courage, inspire you.

Your Brother in Jesus,
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Br. Martin Kenneally

Congregation Leader
