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he International Community has responded magnificently to an 
unimag inab le tragedy in Haiti. O n January 12th, in the space of a few 

seconds, a catastrophe be fe ll a Caribbean Island who has had her fair share 
of misfortunes in recent and long term history. Hearts were moved , bank 
accounts examined , fund-raising activities pondered , donations made 
and resources d ispatched to alleviate the immed iate needs of a broken 
peop le . 

It has been po inted out that never has the human race responded so quickly 
and so generously to such a tragedy. Even the horrors of the last tsunami 
were outmatched . Peop le from every walk of life could identify with the 
p light of our brothers and sisters and they d id what they could to he lp . 
Countries, so used to be ing on the rece iving end of aid , examined the ir 
consciences and he ld out the ir hands to assist. In short we were tested and 
we stood up to the challenge .

COULD SOMEONE, THEREFORE, PLEASE EXPLAIN TO ME WHAT 
WENT SO HORRIBLY WRONG?

Port- au -Prince airport soon became a vast warehouse of useab le ï 
goods. Major d istribution prob lems deve loped where the airport 
remained a warehouse
Medecins sans FrontiËres flights were d iverted while military p lanes ï 
rece ived priority clearance to land . 
There were thousands of United Nations Personne l on the ground ï 
when the quake struck.
Med ia peop le from all over the world saturated an already d ifficult ï 
situation. 
The ir somber faces, te lling a story of inexp licab le suffering , soon paled ï 
into insignificance as they b latantly preached ìthere is nobody here to 
he lp î.
Respected aid agencies jockeyed for positions so that ì the irî  aid could ï 
be seen to be getting through. 



Nations tripped over each other trying to he lp with no obvious ï 
coord ination.
Leadership was in very short supp ly.ï 
 Responsib ility was ignored .ï 
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